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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE 
GREYHOUND REGULATORY BOARD HELD ON 
MONDAY, 14th DECEMBER 2009
Present:
Mr S Winfield (Non-exec Director) Chair                 (SW)
Mr S Gower (Vet Director)



(SG)


Mr R Hayler (Acting CEO)    



(RH)

Mr P Illingworth (Senior Stipendiary Steward) 
(PI)

In attendance:
Mr D Donnelly (Director of Regulation) 

(DD)

1. Apologies 
SW agreed to Chair the telephone conference meeting which had been specifically arranged to discuss the proposed implementation of changes to the Rules of Racing regarding micro-chipping of greyhounds racing or trialling at GBGB Licenced Racecourse as from the 1st January 2010.

The GRB noted that as of today, the 14th December that Dr Reynolds had tendered his resignation. 
2. Minutes of last meetings

This meeting was organised for the purpose of discussing the proposed amendments to the Rules of Racing in respect of micro chipping. The meeting does not take the place of the GRB meeting scheduled for Friday 18th December.
3. Proposed Rules Amendment re Micro – Chipping for the 1st January 2010
This meeting by way of telephone conference call took place in the office of the Director of Regulation (DoR) at 10.30am. Present in the office was RH, SG and PI. SW took the conference call at home and in the light of the resignation of Dr Reynolds acted as Chair. SW outlined the reason for the discussion of the proposed changes to the Rules of Racing in relation to micro-chipping to be brought in on 1st January 2010. 

SW went over the background to the proposed changes and stated that these had been approved by the Racecourse Promoters Association (RCPA) and in turn forwarded to the Rules Review Committee who proposed them to the GRB. It was therefore the purpose of the GRB to approve and forward to the GBGB for their meeting at 11am the same day, 14th December.

SW outlined some of the issues including the fact that litters would not be subject to the proposed micro chipping rules, however, should a trainer request it then Promoters had agreed that such a request would be met.

PI asked for clarification on whether Parliamentary legislation regarding the welfare bill had been made public. Two main issues still to be clarified were whether International entries were required to be micro-chipped and whether Sales Trials were exempt from micro-chipping. SW reported that this should be available. RH agreed to see whether details had been released into the public domain.
It was agreed that the use of dispensations should this be required on 1st January should not be made public. This had been agreed by Promoters representatives at the last meeting of the Rules Review Committee. Each case would be treated on its merits and it would be for the DoR to decide if a breach had occurred what were the extenuating circumstances, if any. And whether a penalty should be waived.
A discussion took place on the current racing strength. PI reported that apart from 3 stadiums, Wimbledon, Pelaw Grange and Sheffield that all other tracks would have sufficient racing strength to meet the first weeks racing. SW emphasised that the drive for implementation by 1st January was Promoter driven and this was the target date. SG queried the 7 day warranties on greyhounds and the fact that there might not be sufficient greyhounds micro-chipped, registered and trialled. This issue had been raised at the Rules Review Committee on the 8th December. The Promoters representatives who were present stated that it was for racecourses to organise and cope with demand. It was incumbent on trainers to ensure that their greyhounds were available for both registering and micro-chipping where they were required to trial.
SW saw the main threat at racecourse level where the issue was to have enough greyhounds micro-chipped for January 1st 2010. SW believed that the Regulatory aspect of the business was operationally capable and ready to implement the rules. Albeit if there was a breach, the penalty could be waived if there were genuinely extenuating circumstances. 

PI asked about the possible conflict that might arise from Promoters who sat on the GBGB dealing with the proposed rules changes. SW did not believe there would be a conflict, unless they tried to block implementation. This did not seem feasible given that as part of the consultation process their own representatives on the Rules Review Committee had already consulted them.
SW asked for a proposer and seconder for the proposed rules change. PI proposed and this was seconded by SG. The GRB unanimously agreed the proposed rules changes and asked that RH present them to the GBGB meeting that morning. PI agreed to be available to provide any technical advice on the proposed changes to the GBGB.
4. Time and date of next meeting

The next GRB board meeting is scheduled for Friday, 18 December 2009 commencing at 11 am.
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